
1 
 

 

 

Remarks by the Commissioner General of the Lesotho 

Revenue Authority  Mr. Thabo Letjama at the  National 

High Schools Debate Competition -  Awards Giving 

Ceremony  held at the Lehakoe Club on Friday, 29th June 

2015.  

 

Master of Ceremonies, Distinguished Guests, Colleagues and 

Debaters; allow me to start my remarks by first  recognizing the 

presence of: 

The Hon. Minister of Education and Training, Dr. Mahali 

Phamotse. We feel very much honoured to have you in our midst  

as our Guest of Honour at this special event that marks the 6th 

year of the unique partnership between the LRA as a Government 

Agency and the Ministry of Education and Training;  

I also wish to recognize the presence of:   

The Acting Principal Secretary in Ministry of Education and 

Training, also here with us this afternoon;  

Management and staff of both the Lesotho Revenue Authority 

and the Ministry of Education and Training; 

Other Government Officials here present;  

The School Principals; 
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Adjudicators; 

Coaches; 

Debaters, whom we have gathered here to honour;  

Members of the media; 

Distinguished guests; 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

It is always a pleasure to all of us in the LRA family to play hosts 

to you all as we stand together to honour excellence. These 

students have over the years represented their schools by so 

eloquently expressing their viewpoints on key taxation topical 

issues. These high schools debate competitions came as a result 

of the recommendations of the Customer Satisfaction Survey that 

was carried out in 2007 and indeed the preceding survey as well, 

in which the LRA was urged to come up with robust and future 

looking tax education drive that would help enhance tax 

education in a sustainable manner and thus improve tax 

compliance amongst the current and future taxpaying commun ity. 

As the Lesotho Revenue Authority (LRA), we are responsible for 

promoting voluntary compliance by all the Taxpayers. As such, 

this objective can only be achieved if the Taxpayers themselves 

are cognizant of their responsibilities as citizens and their 

obligations with respect to tax laws.  The benefits of taxation 

cannot be over-exaggerated.  
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Master of Ceremonies , Distinguished Guests ,  

The intention of partnering with the Ministry of Education and 

Training was crucial in assisting the LRA to extend tax education 

at the learning institutions especially at high school level. The 

idea was indeed to catch the future  Taxpayers while they are still 

young in order to breed a culture of compliance among them.  

Education remains one of the most effective ways to uplift a 

developing country such as ours and create economic opportunity 

which is a prerequisite for taxation and development.  

 

What was astonishing about the debates was the level of 

understanding that was shown by the students in tax matters  

throughout the years, since we started with this joint noble 

initiative.  The manner in which  these students put their points 

across leaves no doubt that we have a generation of responsible 

citizens who will help us in spreading the gospel of taxation 

amongst their peers and indeed encourage tax compliance 

amongst the current and future Taxpayers . On the other hand 

this initiative, I believe, has contributed immensely towards 

learnersô ability to think rigorously and critically. In support of this 

assertion, ñI have learnt that Lesothoôs top student in last year 

(2014) Lesotho General Certificate of Secondary Education 

(LGCSE) examinations; Mr Khesa Borotho, is actually our last 

yearôs 3rd best speaker of this competition. Knowing that with this 

initiative we have somehow contributed to his success makes us 

very proud.    

 


